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INVESTMENTS IN BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE
ALLOW FOR INCLUSIVE INTERNET ACCESS
ACROSS NUNAVUT

December 03, 2009

Igaluit, NUNAVUT - Residents in communities across all of
Nunavut will soon benefit from significant improvements to their
QINIQ Internet services, thanks to a collaboration between the
Government of Canada, the Nunavut Broadband Development
Corporation (NBDC), and SSi Micro, operator of the QINIQ
network.

The Honourable Leona Aglukkaqg, Canada’s Minister of Health,
along with Darrell Ohokannoak, Chairman of NBDC, and Jeff
Philipp, President of SSi Micro, announced that the $1,500,000
upgrade to the QINIQ network will be completed on December
11th. The Government of Canada invested $750,000 to
introduce the latest technology, as part of a larger federal
commitment of $21.6 million. SSi Micro matched the Government
of Canada’s $750,000 contribution. As part of this project,
Canada and SSi Micro are also investing $18.5 million to
purchase satellite bandwidth.

“Our Government, under the leadership of Stephen Harper,
recognizes that investments in infrastructure will create jobs,
stimulate our economy and improve social standards,” said
Minister Aglukkaq. “This upgrade will provide Nunavut residents
with even better access to the Internet for banking, education,
public health and businesses purposes.”

“The completion of these innovative upgrades means that
Nunavut residents in all 25 communities will be able to move
more data, yet keep the same price for basic QINIQ services,”
said Mr. Ohokannoak. “SSi’s new technical set up is allowing
them to save significantly on satellite bandwidth costs, and they
are passing the savings onto Nunavut residents”.

“As an innovative company on the leading edge of broadband
technology, SSi Micro is very pleased to be the private sector
force behind the QINIQ network,” said Mr. Phillip. “Many people
don't realize it, but QINIQ is a world class model of satellite
wireless broadband connectivity, and we are very proud of it.”

The original 2005 investment only supported 2000 subscribers,
but with the immense popularity of QINIQ, the number of
subscribers quickly surpassed the available investment, and
caused network slow downs. This additional investment
supports the steadily growing subscriber base projected to
reach 6800 subscribers by June 2012, and ensures more
consistent, faster and reliable service for everyone.

The upgrades and additional bandwidth are the first direct
results of a larger four-year financial commitment made by the
Government of Canada in August 2008 to improve broadband
service in Nunavut between 2009 and 2012.

The federal funding for this project comes from the Canada
Strategic Infrastructure Fund (CSIF) as part of the National
Satellite Initiative (NSI) and is provided through a contribution
agreement with the Nunavut Broadband Development
Corporation (NBDC).

NBDC is a not-for-profit federally registered corporation whose
members represent community, private sector and citizen
interests to ensure that reliable affordable access to broadband
services is delivered by the private sector in every Nunavut
community.

For further information on the National Satellite Initiative:
www.broadband.gc.ca/pub/media/nsi_prog_des.html

For further information on the QINIQ network: www.ginig.com
For further information on NBDC: www.nunavut-broadband.ca

For further information on SSi Micro: www.ssimicro.com

If you have any questions or concerns about this issue or any
other matter, please contact Leona’s office at:

Phone: 613.992.2848/866.267.7701
Fax: 613.996.9764/867.979.4193
Email: Aglukkag.L@parl.gc.ca
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